Criminological Theory                                                                                                                                             2


Criminological Theories
Student Name
Institutional Affiliation
Due Date



Outline for Chapter 1 of Akers’ and Sellers’ book Criminological Theories: Introduction, Evaluation, and Application

I. What is Theory?
A. Properly developed theory explains
1. Real situations
2. Feelings
3. Experience
4. Human behavior 
B. Answers to questions
1. Why?
2. What?
3. How?
C. Statements on relationships between noticeable events

II. Types of Criminological Theories 
A. Edwin H. Sutherland definition on criminology – process of lawmaking, lawbreaking, and law enforcing, provide major types of criminological theories
1. Theories of Making and Enforcing Criminal Law – offer answers to:
a. How/why particular people and behavior are explained as criminal
b. Why certain behaviors are taken as illegal
c. What factors determine the type of punishment for illegal conducts
d. How and who makes decisions for illegal conducts
2. Theories of Criminal and Deviant Behavior
a. Why there are differences crime and deviance rates
b. Why some people are more likely to commit crime and deviant
c. Macro theory – addresses broader differences across societies/major groups
d. Addresses individual or small group differences
B. Other types of criminological theories – scientific classification
1. Biological theories – give genetic, neurological, chemical, and physiological explanations of crime
2. Psychological theories – explain crime by personality, psychological traits, and emotional maladjustment
3. Social psychological theories – explain crime by self, behavior, and cognitive variables
4. Sociological theories – explain crime with sociodemographic, cultural, and structural variables

III. Criteria for evaluating theory
A. Local consistency, scope, and parsimony
1. Clearly defined concepts
2. Internally consistent and logically stated propositions
3. Scope
a. The range of proposed phenomena
b. A good theory should account for a wide range of criminal offenses as well as checking of forgery

4. Parsimony
a. The abstractness and conciseness of propositions and concepts
b. Parsimony and scope are interconnected
c. The principle of parsimony uses a few propositions and concepts to explain a phenomenon of a wide range
B. Testability
1. Testable by objective, repeatable evidence, and empirical falsification
2. Untestable due to: 
a. The tautology of concepts and propositions – true definition or that involving circular reasoning
b. Open-ended propositions 
c. Concepts that cannot be measured by events that are observable and reportable
3. A theory that cannot be proven to be wrong despite the findings is an untestable theory
4. All concepts must not be measurable for a theory to be testable
C. Empirical validity
1. Theory must be supported by evidence from research
2. The degree of empirical support of the theory
3. Whether the research findings provide strong or weaksupport
4. Whether the predominance of evidence uphold or compromise the theory
5. How the empirical validity of the theory compares to other theories
6. Concepts of Causality and Determinism
a. Causality concept – cause X (necessary condition) must occur to initiate effect Y (sufficient condition)
b. Probabilistic concept of causality – more appropriate for evaluating empirical validity
c. Soft determinism – acknowledges human agency and identifies numerous factors that affect and restrict actions 



                                       
7. Quality of Empirical Tests of Theory
a. Measuring variables
b. Correct specification of the hypothesis
c. Measure all main concepts
d. Proper unit analysis
D. Usefulness and Policy Implications
1. Usefulness in the provision of effective social and criminal justice policy and practice
2. Explaining and solving problems
3. How well the theory guides policy
4. Policy and practical application standards – utility and effectiveness
5. Policy and practice must meet legal, ethical, and moral standards of due process, equity, and fairness
6. Outcome evaluation – use experimental designs
E. Theory and Ideology
1. Theory 
a. Describes the operation of the criminal justice system and the legal system
b. Account for criminal behavior
c. Produce hypothesis
2. Ideology – explains the society’s control of crime to be informed by theory
F. Emphasis on Empirical Validity and Application of Theories
1. The basic principle of gauging a theory is by verifying by the use of empirical research
 
 

